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Flood Control District of Maricopa County

The Flood Control District of Maricopa County 
(District) and the City of Peoria are developing flood 
control improvements to New River from Grand 
Avenue to the Skunk Creek confluence. In addition, 
a segment (approximately 800 feet) of New River 
adjacent to the Paradise Shores subdivision will 
also be improved. Bank protection, channelization, 
trails, and landscape enhancements will be impletrails, and landscape enhancements will be implee
mented into this project.

Design of the New River Channel improvements 
started in August 2003 to increase flood protection 
along the river. The improvements will also provide 
recreational connectivity to Rio Vista Park and 
preserve and enhance vegetation, which will provide 
wildlife habitat protection/restoration. Engineers and 
landscape architects are working together to 
evaluate the project needs. evaluate the project needs. 

Landscape characteristics of the project will include 
Palo Verde trees and native Sonoran Desert landd
scape. The lower level of the channel will have 
native vegetation and river run rock. Hardscape 
materials will be designed to blend into the natural 
environment. 

This project is intended to complement an overall 
regional trail system being developed on New River, 
Skunk Creek and other water courses in the West 
Valley. In order to create a continuous trail system, 
a future pedestrian bridge across New River will be 
needed to connect the west side of New River to 
the Rio Vista Park. However the location, design, 
and construction of this bridge are not part of this and construction of this bridge are not part of this 
project. 
 

A public open house will be held at Centennial 
High School in the auditorium, 14388 N. 79th 
Avenue on October 12, 2004 from 6:00 pm to 
8:00 pm. The public will have an opportunity to 
review the final concept for the New River 
Channel including updated amenities, scenic 
qualities, multi-modal features, and landscapp
ing and habitat enhancement. Project exhibits ing and habitat enhancement. Project exhibits 
will be displayed and project staff will be availl
able to answer questions.

For additional information visit 
www.fcd.maricopa.gov and click on “In Your 
Neighborhood,” or call the District’s Public 
Information Officer, Melissa Lempke at 6022
506-0612.

A sign language interpreter will be made available upon 
request with 72 hours notice. Alternative format materials or 
FM or Infra-Red Listening Devices are also available upon 
request with 72 hours notice. Additional reasonable accomm
modations will be made available to the extent possible 
within the timeframe. Please contact Melissa Lempke at 
602-506-0612.

 

The New River Channel improvements will The New River Channel improvements will 
include bank stabilization, multi-use trails, an 
equestrian trail, seating rest areas, an earthen 
low-flow channel, and habitat restoration. Final 
concept exhibits for these improvements have 
been developed and are available for viewing 
at the District’s web site listed on the following 
page. While the purpose of the project is to page. While the purpose of the project is to 
increase flood protection along the corridor, 
the intent of the aesthetic design is to blend 
the improvements with the natural environn
ment, while creating a recreational trail system 
that provides links to the regional trail network 
and Rio Vista Park

Final Concepts 
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New River Channel - 
A Connected Riparian Desert

New River Channel
Grand Avenue to Skunk Creek and Paradise Shores



Project Map

The District's vision is for the residents of Maricopa 
County and future generations to have the 
maximum level of protection from the effects of
flooding through fiscally responsible flood control 
actions and multi-use facilities that complement and 
enhance the beauty of our desert environment.

The project will be funded jointly by the District 
and the City of Peoria. By constructing the 
trails and implementing the landscape 
improvements in conjunction with the channel 
improvements, both agencies will be able to 
maximize public funds. Coordination between 
Peoria's Rio Vista Park improvements and the 
river trail system design will also help to river trail system design will also help to 
maximize the recreation benefit.
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What’s Next

A public meeting and other community 
meetings have been held to gather input from 
the citizens in the area. Since the public 
meeting in October 2003, the District and the 
City of Peoria staff have implemented new 
design features to improve the corridor’s amee
nities, hydrology, scenic quality, multi-modal 
capacitcapacity, landscaping and habitat.

What’s New


